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AB 1654 (RUBIO): WATER SHORTAGE: URBAN WATER
MANAGEMENT PLANNING

POSITION: The Chamber’s Energy & Water Committee voted to SUPPORT this bill on May 4, 2017.

STATUS: AB 1654 was introduced by Assemblymember Blanca Rubio on February 17, 2017. The bill
passed out of the Assembly Committee on Water, Parks & Wildlife, and was re-referred to the
Assembly Committee on Appropriations on April 26, 2017.

AT-A-GLANCE
AB 1654 creates a new drought response plan and a new annual water supply reporting requirement
for urban water suppliers.

SUMMARY

AB 1654 creates a new process of drought reporting and planning by local water suppliers. In addition,
this bill states that a water supplier will not be mandated to take any additional drought response actions
if they satisfy these new requirements.

This bill requires the supplier to outline in its urban water management plan how the emergency supply
has been generated to increase water supply reliability during times of shortage. Additionally, this bill
requires, by June 15" of every year, that a supplier notify the Department of Water Resources if their
water supplies will meet projected customer demand. If the supplier is experiencing a water supply
shortage, they are required to report that and detail the measures the supplier will take to reduce water
demand.

ANALYSIS

AB 1654 seeks to improve urban water management planning by requiring water suppliers to describe and
analyze the reliability of their supplies in greater detail. Reporting of local water supply information each
year can allow for the state to better identify suppliers that are experiencing shortages and identify which
suppliers are better equipped to deal with drought conditions.

AB 1654 encourages local investment in drought-resilient water supplies and would generate improved
drought planning and preparation. This would allow local agencies to carry out those plans, instead of
blanket regulations that attempt to address this in a one-size-fits-all manner. Water suppliers will be
required to report local supply information and have detailed action plans in place so agency transparency
is still present.

It is important to residents and businesses alike that the San Diego region has an adequate and reliable
supplies of water. Current state law doesn’t require annual reporting of supplies, however, AB 1654 will
help the state identify suppliers that are experiencing actual water shortages and understand which
agencies are well-equipped to withstand drought conditions. Addressing critical water use efficiency and
resource management issues is at the center of sustaining a robust economy and quality of life.
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