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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Marlyn Carrillo, mcarrillo@sdchamber.org or (619) 544-1301

CHAMBER LED BINATIONAL DELEGATION IN MEXICO CITY ADVOCATING
FOR CALI-BAJA PRIORITIES

80+ member delegation in Mexico’s capital city to work on strengthening the U.S.-MX relationship and
economy and advocating for funding for border infrastructure and environmental projects
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Hi-res delegation photo available for download here.

Watch Oct. 9 Press Conference live from CDMX

Additional B-Roll and 1:1 Interviews

SAN DIEGO (October 9, 2023) — A group of nearly 90 business and community leaders from San
Diego and Baja California — including Mayor Todd Gloria and San Diego County Board of
Supervisors Chairwoman Nora Vargas — are in Mexico City to champion U.S.-Mexico relations
and advance issues critical to the success of the binational business community.


https://sdchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FSDC_003-scaled.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/live/fM3Aw1zjDpE?si=IbGGswCEpfRY7ROJ
https://www.youtube.com/live/fM3Aw1zjDpE?si=IbGGswCEpfRY7ROJ
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/p6bf47b5c05ft46twupgx/h?rlkey=r1b2swkov9gcp5ovx63lk6zro&dl=0
https://sdchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/FSDC_003-scaled.jpg
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The San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce’s 17™ annual Binational Delegation to Mexico

City is back with a list of priorities to advance the border region. Beginning Sunday, October 8,
and running through Wednesday, October 11, the group is meeting with Mexican leaders and
government officials to help strengthen economic and diplomatic ties and discuss opportunities
for collaboration in border infrastructure and environmental projects.

"The Chamber is very proud to lead this binational delegation to Mexico City for the 17t year.
Our mission is, and always has, been clear: collaboration between nations is not a choice; it's an
imperative,” said Jerry Sanders, President and CEO of the San Diego Regional Chamber of
Commerce. “At the heart of Mexico's vibrant capital, we aim to build bridges of opportunity
and collaboration that will benefit both the San Diego and Cali-Baja regions. Together, we
unlock the potential that lies in our partnerships, fostering economic growth and quality of life
for our border communities.”

“San Diego is a proud binational region with deep connections to Mexico,” said Mayor Todd
Gloria. “Throughout the year, we work to strengthen our U.S.-Mexico ties, and over the next
few days we bring this united voice to the nation’s capital to address issues like immigration,
cross-border pollution and reducing border wait times.”

“As a proud Fronteriza and the first Latina Chairwoman in the County of San Diego’s 200-year
history, I've had a lifelong commitment to emphasize the importance of the binational
relationships between the U.S. and Mexico, and the people that make up our region,” said
Chairwoman Nora Vargas. “We must prioritize some of the shared challenges in our binational
region for the network of infrastructure along our border, including critical projects at Tijuana
River Valley and East Otay Mesa. We're tirelessly working with partners on both sides of the
border to make sure our shared priorities align and advance together. Mexico is our cultural
and economic partner. Together, we unlock countless opportunities for trade, investment, and
growth, benefiting the entire binational community. Competing globally here in the Cali-Baja
region means leveraging each other's strengths. With Mexico, we combine talent, resources,
and innovation to build stronger and healthier communities.”


https://web.cvent.com/event/afb439d2-7f85-4644-bbc7-d57b85981787/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce
https://web.cvent.com/event/afb439d2-7f85-4644-bbc7-d57b85981787/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce
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“My goal is to have the delegation trip strengthen the bi-national commerce relationship and to
promote business investment opportunities in the City of Chula Vista and the San Diego region.
Mexico is the largest trading partner with the United States and we need to work together to
create security, prosperity, and improve the quality of life in the San Diego-Tijuana Economic
Region,” said Chula Vista Mayor John McCann.

The delegation represents a diverse mix of leaders from San Diego and Baja-based industries,
organizations, and elected officials including:

San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria
San Diego County Board of Supervisors and SANDAG Chairwoman Nora Vargas
Baja Secretary of Tourism Miguel Aguiiiga

California State Assemblymember Tasha Boener

San Diego Councilmembers Vivian Moreno and Marni von Wilpert
Tijuana City Councilmembers Juan Carlos Hank and Rogelia Arzola
Chula Vista Mayor John McCann and Councilmember Carolina Chavez

Coronado Councilmember John Duncan

Ambassador Carlos Gonzales Gutierrez Consul General of Mexico in San Diego.

Delegates are meeting with a variety of Mexican federal agencies and representatives with the
goal of strengthening the California-Mexico economic and diplomatic relationship, conveying
support and appreciation for binational efforts to address transboundary pollution impacting
the Tijuana River Valley in the region, and inquiring about funding resources to advance border
infrastructure and efficiency and how the Chamber and the private sector can support.

The trip agenda includes meetings with:

e Members of the Mexican Senate to discuss opportunities to strengthen bilateral
relationships.

e Roberto Velasco, Chief Officer for the North America Unit, Mexican Secretariat of
Foreign Affairs
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Secretary of Tourism, Miguel Torruco Marqués
Commissioner Adriana Resendez, Mexican Section of the International Boundary and
Water Commission (IBWC)

e Salvador Lopez, Chief Environmental Officer, NADBank
José Gutiérrez Ramirez, Engineering and Binational Affairs Manager, National Water
Commission (CONAGUA)

e Dr. Francisco Garduio Yanez, Comissioner, National Institute of Migration (INM)

View the full agenda here

The San Diego Regional Chamber is the only chamber to lead annual binational delegation trips
to the U.S. and Mexico capital cities.
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DELEGACION BINACIONAL LIDERADA POR LA CAMARA DE COMERCIO DE SAN DIEGO
ABOGANDO PORPRIORIDADES BINACIONALES EN CDMX

La relacion entre México-Estados Unidos, la infraestructura y eficiencia fronteriza, proyectos
ambientales y economia son temas prioritarios para la delegacion viajando a CODMX

SAN DIEGO (9 de octubre de 2023) — La 172 delegacion binacional anual de la Camara Regional
de Comercio de San Diego a la Ciudad de México regresa para impulsar una lista de prioridades
para la region fronteriza. Alrededor de 90 lideres empresariales y comunitarios de San Diego y
Baja California viajaran a la Ciudad de México para fortalecer las relaciones entre Estados
Unidos y México y promover temas de vital importancia para el éxito de la comunidad
empresarial binacional.

Esta semana, el grupo se reunird con lideres y funcionarios del gobierno federal mexicano para
fortalecer lazos econdmicos y diplomaticos y explorar oportunidades de colaboracién en
proyectos ambientales e infraestructura fronteriza.


https://web.cvent.com/event/afb439d2-7f85-4644-bbc7-d57b85981787/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce
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Por su parte, el Secretario de Turismo de Baja California, Miguel Aguifiiga Rodriguez destaco la
importancia de la colaboracién entre ambos paises: "En Baja California estamos comprometidos
con impulsar politicas e iniciativas que beneficien a nuestras economias. Nuestra region es un
modelo de éxito transfronterizo, y es esencial fortalecer alin mas los lazos de colaboracién para
seguir trabajando en la promocidn de nuestras riquezas naturales, culturales y comerciales".

La delegacidn representa una mezcla diversa de industrias, organizaciones y funcionarios
gubernamentales con sede en San Diego y Baja California, entre ellos:

Alcalde de San Diego Todd Gloria

Presidenta del Consejo de Supervisores del Condado de San Diego Nora Vargas
Secretario de Turismo del Gobierno de Baja California, Miguel Aguifaga
Embajador Carlos Gonzalez Gutiérrez, Cédnsul General de México en San Diego
Alcalde de Chula Vista John McCann

Durante el viaje, los delegados también se reunieron con:

e Miembros del Senado mexicano para dialogar sobre oportunidades para fortalecer las
relaciones bilaterales.

e Roberto Velasco, Jefe de la Unidad paraAmérica del Norte, Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores de México

e Miguel Torruco Marqués, Secretario de Turismo

e Comisionada Adriana Resendez, Seccion Mexicana de la Comisidn Internacional de
Limites y Aguas (CILA)

e Salvador Lépez, Director Ejecutivo de Asuntos Ambientales, NADBank

e José Gutiérrez Ramirez, Gerente de Ingenieria y Asuntos Binacionales, Comisién
Nacional del Agua (CONAGUA)

e Dr. Francisco Garduiio Yafiez, Comisionado, Instituto Nacional de Migracion (INM)
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La Camara Regional de Comercio de San Diego es la Unica Cdmara que lidera anualmente
delegaciones binacionales a las capitales de Estados Unidos y México. Como la organizacion
empresarial de mayor tamafio en la costa oeste, y apoyada por sus miembros en la regién
binacional de San Diego y Baja California, la Cdmara actia como la principal voz del sector
empresarial y representa un esfuerzo unido en nombre de la comunidad.

Acerca de la CAmara Regional de Comercio de San Diego:
La Camara Regional de Comercio San Diego es el centro de conexiones y colaboracion entre la
comunidad empresarial regional, y utiliza esta plataforma para abogar por politicas publicas y

candidatos que apoyen el crecimiento econdmico y la creacién de empleos para todas las
industrias. Para obtener mas informacion, visite SDChamber.org o Ilame al 619-544-1300.
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